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student of their activities is surprised at the modern
spirit of their outlook. All that stupendous task,
the benefits of which are felt today, could not have
been performed successfully without Louis XV's
personal help. He was never in doubt as to the
value of his mission, and he preserved intact
the authority entrusted to him. He looked upon
himself as the descendant of a long line of kings,
to whom France owed her growth, her prosperity,
and her honours and her power.

If the scandals of his private life impaired the
respect attached to his person, if he was lowering
himself in the eyes of the nation, he still maintained
an unrivalled prestige; for he was at the summit
of human hierarchy. No-one could imagine the
country without him; the most revolutionary
spirits never visualized the fall of the monarchy
and the establishment of a republic.

The wave of bitter and violent criticism, that
rose in Paris and gradually spread throughout the
provinces, took up and exaggerated the usual
complaints of the citizens, who were discontented
with their lot and beguiled by chimaeras and often
unattainable Utopias.

The question of government was rarely raised;
the king remained what he had always been in
the course of preceding ages; he was severely
censured, he "was extolled to the skies, according
to his line of conduct; people wanted to see him
a paragon of all the virtues; everyone bewailed his
errors and his failings. Despite Parliament, nobility,
philosophical writers, the querulous attitude of